[The effect of angioplasty on cerebral vasomotor reactivity in patients with important stenosis of the internal carotid artery].
We present the preliminary results of the effects on percutaneous translumenal angioplasty (PTA) cerebral haemodynamics in thirty patients with important stenosis of the internal carotidal artery. Using transcranial doppler (TCD) with acetazolamide (ACZ) as a vasodilatory stimulus, we assessed vasomotor reactivity (VR and pulsatility index (Pl) both before and three months after angioplasty. We also carried out single photon emission computerized tomography (SPECT) and cartography and frequency measurement by electroencephalogram (EEG) again both before and after PTA. Of the first twelve patients who completed the study, VR was maintained in nine and PI increased after PTA in seven. In three patients VR was exhausted and in two recovered after PTA. PTA improved cerebral haemodynamics. Similar more exhaustive studies are needed if revascularization techniques are to be useful in treating patients with this level of stenosis but who are asymptomatic as to the risk of haemodynamic cerebral vasomotor angioplasty.